
BOTSWANA, THE SPARKLE OF AFRICA1

Botswana, 
the sparkle 

of  Africa
Explore, Invest, Trade  



BOTSWANA, THE SPARKLE OF AFRICA2



BOTSWANA, THE SPARKLE OF AFRICA3

Botswana is a land of unmatched beauty, plentiful 
in wildlife and rich in culture, giving it a magical 
and dreamlike quality, from its prominent salt 

Since peacefully gaining its independence in 1966, 
Botswana has managed to exploit its wealth of 
underground resources, especially diamonds, to 
develop not only its diverse economy but also its 

At 582,000 km2, Botswana is a land-linked country 
at the heart of Southern Africa, bordered by 

central location in this region makes the country 
the perfect gateway for reaching the whole of 
the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC), making it the ideal investment, trade and 

Botswana is a Land  of 
Stunning  Beauty

The stunning beauty of 
the Okavango Delta, the 
unimaginable vastness of 
the Central Kalahari Game 
Reserve, the isolation and other 
worldliness of the Makgadikgadi, 

of the Chobe National Park make 
Botswana a very unique tourist 
destination.

Rich in Natural  Resources

pastureland, and non-timber 

one-third of its total wealth.

Botswana’s Beauty and 
Wealth are Manifested in 
its Very Special People

There is a unique wisdom in 
Botswana that translates into 

destinations for investment. 

A Natural Wonder   

of its total land area devoted to 
national parks, nature reserves, 
and wildlife management areas - 

animals to roam wild and free – 
travel through many parts of the 

through an immense nature 
wonderland.

ABOUT
BOTSWANA
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BOTSWANA  AT 
A GLANCE

AREA 582,000 km² POPULATION 2.369 million  
* Statistics Botswana 2023

C APITAL Gaborone FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT

Parliamentary Republic

HEAD OF 
STATE

His Excellency, 
President Dr. 
Mokgweetsi E. K. Masisi

ADULT L ITERACY 
RATE

90% 
* Statistics Botswana 2023

OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGE

English and Setswana GROSS DOMESTIC 
PRODUCT (2021)

USD 20.34 billion 
* Statistics Botswana 2023

PER C APITA 
GDP (2023)

US$ 7,820.20 GDP REAL 
GROWTH RATE 
FOR (2023)

2.7% 
* World Bank

ANNUAL 
INFLATION 
(2024)

2.8%  
* Statistics Botswana 2023

* Bank of Botswana

CURRENCY ISO code is BWP, One 
Pula = 100 Thebe
* Current exchange rate 1 
BWP  0.08103 USD

MONETARY 
POLICY RATE

1.9% WEIGHTS & 
MEASURES

Metric System

issues that will assist in the transfer of skills and ensure that 

in ensuring that Botswana fully exploits its potential as the 

(2023) Statistics Botswana

Botswana’s economy experience slow growth rate of 
2.7 percent in 2023. The current indications are that 
the economy will contract in 2024 and moderately 
recover in 2025.
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MAJOR TOURIST 
ATTRACTIONS 
Botswana is a premier safari destination o�ering 

out in terms of its tourism o�erings, making it a 
must-visit destination globally. 

and Adventure and Business Tourism (Meetings 

one of the priority areas for investment due to its 

Delta; the unimaginable vastness of the world’s 

Game Reserve; the isolation and other worldliness 
of the Makgadikgadi, uninhabited pans the size of 

Northern Tuli Game Reserve; and the astoundingly 

The Okavango Delta  
Declared the 1000 th UNESCO 

Okavango Delta is the largest inland 
delta, descending from the highlands 

Makgadikgadi and 
Nxai Salt Pans
Situated in northern Botswana, the entire 
Makgadikgadi Pans network is the largest 
single pan and is famous for its unrreal 
landscape of the pans and their Stone Age 
archaeological treasures, many of which 

The Tsodilo Hills
Declared a UNESCO World Heritage 

holds profound religious and spiritual 

ancestors have occupied the hills for 
millennia, and to the Hambukushu who 
have also periodically occupied the hills 

Chobe National Park

is home to the largest concentration of 
elephants on earth as well as large herds 

Predators such as lion, the African wild 
dog and leopard are also frequently seen 

Central Kalahari Game Reserve
Located in the heart of Botswana, the 
Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) is 
the largest and most remote game reserve 

Reserve’s northern grasslands attract large 
herds of springbok, gemsbok, wildebeest, 

Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park

Botswana, as well as the former Kalahari Gemsbok National Park which is 

Goo- Moremi Gorge
Declared a protected National 
Monument, the alluring Goo-Moremi 
Gorge is a remarkable sight with 
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Botswana is Stable, Peaceful, 

S&P Global Ratings 

and Transparent 

and stable environment to 

a sound legal system and 
 
and 

Botswana is committed to 
Sound Fiscal Policy, Economic 
Freedom and has a Steady and 
Dramatic Growth Rate

We have the highest sovereign 

Standard and Poor’s global 
ratings (September 2022). 

credit  rating  in  Africa  by

and short – term foreign and 

ratings. At the same time, S & 

2 long and short term foreign 

support the ratings and the 

stability.
We are named the 3rd freest 

Foundation (2022). 
economy in Africa by Heritage 

Botswana Opens the Door to 
a Massive Market 

We provide investors with 

Community’s (SADC) entire 

million people,  

Botswana provides duty-

Namibia, Lesotho and Eswatini; 
and 
Botswana provides duty-free 

European Union (EU) market

The Government of Botswana 
Wants to Make Your 
Investment Work for You

business ownership, 
Taxes are very low - 15% 

businesses and 25% for 

dividends. 

The Quality of Botswana’s 
Workforce is Second to None 
in Africa

most speak English, 
There are no labour tensions; 
and  

humble, and the di�erent 

harmonious relations.
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On March 15, 2024, S&P Global 
Ratings a�rmed its ‘BBB+’ 
long-term and ‘A-2’ short-term 
foreign and local currency 
sovereign credit ratings on 
Botswana. The outlook is stable. 
The stable outlook indicates that 
we anticipate that Botswana’s 
GDP growth will remain relative-
ly resilient and that this will, in 
turn, support export receipts and 

https://www.bankofbotswa-
n a . b w / s i t e s / d e f a u l t / -
�les/news-�les/SP%20Press%
20Release%20%20-%20Botsw
ana%20Ratings%20A�rmed%
2 0 1 5 - 0 3 - 2 0 2 4 . p d f

Botswana’s economy is consid-
ered “moderately free” accord-
ing to the 2024 Index and ranks 
2nd out of 47 countries in the  

fiscal revenue.

WHY INVEST, VISIT AND LIVE IN BOTSWANA?

Sub-Saharan Africa region. 
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BOTSWANA’S UNIQUE  SELLING POINTS

as; SADC, SACU - ETFA, SADC - EPA, SACU MERCUSOR, UK - SACU + 
Mozambique, EPA; AfCTA.

Discover, Trade, Invest     7

Botswana’s economy is considered “moderately free” according to the 2024 
Index and ranks 

Most attractive jurisdiction in Africa and the highest in Africa based on policy, 
ranking 4th (of 86) on the policy perception index (PPI) in 2023.

https://static.heritage.org/index/pdf/2024/2024_indexofeconomicfreedom_botswana.pdf 

https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/2023-annual-survey-of-mining-companies.pdf
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INVESTMENT CLIMATE

Negotiable tax holiday up to 10 years maximum; and 

I N C E N T I V E S F O R I F S C AC C R E D I T E D C O M PA N I E S

Exemption from Capital Gains Tax (CGT) and Withholding Tax (WHT),

S P E D U R E G I O N I N C E N T I V E S

Duty rebates on imported raw material. Provide rebate of Customs duties and value,

S P E C I A L E C O N O M I C ZO N E S I N C E N T I V E S 

Waiver on transfer duty on land and property and Property Tax Exemption for 5 years

Industrial Rebates
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KEY INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

K E Y P R I O R I T Y S E C TO R S

M I N I N G S E C TO R

and business opportunities relating from links with 

 

M I N E R A L B E N E F I C I AT I O N

markets. 

by the diamond industry, though other metals and 

Opportunities in this sector are in: 
1. Diamond trading
2. Cutting, and polishing
3. 

 

S O DA A S H

Botswana was the 12th largest exporter of Soda Ash 
in 2013 after Kenya. The world top exporter is United 

opportunities in the downstream industries;

Potassium Chloride
Soap & Detergents 
Pulp & Paper 
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B E E F
 

to GDP in real terms and low value added to GDP. 

and taste at home and internationally.

through to marketing of beef and beef derivatives. It is 

players in this industry.

Opportunities in this sector are: 

Fodder
Slaughtering

Marketing and branding of Botswana Beef

Transportation 

L E AT H E R

Meat Commission (BMC) annual throughput, yielding 
200,000 to 300,000 hides per year.

grow, so too does the global demand for leather 

and artisanal enterprises operating as tanneries, 

leather park in Lobatse. Botswana exports most of its 

providing value add to Botswana and the regional and 
global export market.

5. Exporting leather and leather goods to high 
growth markets

Community (SADC), and the Common Market 

Discover, Trade, Invest     11
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E D U C AT I O N
 

students. 

AU TO M OT I V E S E C TO R

Opportunities in this sector are:
Supply of parts & components

Supply of replacement parts

Expansion of existing component manufacturing 
industries  (e.g. batteries, ignition wiring sets)
R&D services 
extreme weather & terrain testing)

after-sales services  for private 

Development of vehicle maintenance service  

Establishment of skills development / training 
facilities 

I N F O R M AT I O N C O M M U N I C AT I O N 
T E C H N O LO G Y ( I C T )  S E C TO R

Innovative money operations, e-Waste, TV White 

 

H E A LT H
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AG R I C U LT U R E

Grain, fruit and vegetables, irrigation, dairy farming, 

 

F I N A N C I A L A N D B U S I N E S S S E RV I C E S

outlook, Botswana’s wealthy population presents a 

(IFSC) supporting regulatory framework provides 
regional and international banks, international 

funds an advantageous platform to penetrate new 

Botswana has the 3rd best Network Readiness 

thus has the third highest propensity in the region to 
exploit the opportunities o�ered by ICT.

Opportunities in this sector are in

an expanding network. 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe.

Discover, Trade, Invest     13



BOTSWANA, THE SPARKLE OF AFRICA14

K A S A N E /  K A Z U N G U L A TO U R I S M S I T E S

Kasane and Kazungula are two towns in northern 

a year entering the park for game drives and boat 

and is home to the world’s largest population of 

vision of positioning the towns as a tourism hub of 

region as a whole;

1. Residential Eco-estate and Spa Hotel

Area:
Permitted Developments:
Hotel, Food and Beverage Outlets, Boat Jetty

2. Kasane Waterfront, Central Tourism Hub 
and Marina

Area: 
Permitted Developments:  Tourist information; 

3. Conference & Events Centre

Area:
Permitted Developments: International 

4. Kazungula Waterfront Tourism Leisure Hub

Area: 
Permitted Developments:  Monument and tourist, 
information, assembly (outdoor theatre); leisure 

TOURISM
INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
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G A B O RO N E TO U R I S M 
P R E C I N T

been set aside for the development 

a business tourism destination. 

Proposed developments at the site 

1. Hotel (5 star) with 300 beds
2. Hotel (3 star) with 300 beds
3. 

people).

5. 

K H U I S TO U R I S M PA R K

eastern border between Botswana 

arguably the most striking feature 
of the Molopo fossil River, the Khuis 

10 km long, and about 30 m deep 
gorge through quartzites. 

Development Trust who wish to 
form a Joint Venture Partnership 
with an investor for the following 

Developments

Gate House 

Restaurant
Zipline

Driveways, walkways and 

Activities

Ziplining
Nature Walks
Segway Rides

The Khuis tourism Park is also an 
ideal stop over for tourists visiting 
the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 

with unique behavioral and 

this semi-arid area. 

P H U D U H U D U C U LT U R A L 
V I L L AG E

The Phuduhudu Cultural Village 

a village in the Kgalagadi area of 

and heritage of Khoe and San 

area. Cultural demonstrators will 

and preparation of traditional 
foods. Visitors will also be shown 

traditional games. 

Proposed developments at the 
cultural village include; 

Cultural demonstration village 

Discover, Trade, Invest     15
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MARKET ACCESS

Development Community (SADC), with market 

of goods traded among member states.

billion (Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini and 

Furthermore, through SACU, Botswana is part of the 
Trade, Investment and Development Cooperation 
Agreement (TIDCA) with the US; the FTA agreement 
with the EFTA States and Preferential Trade Agreement 
(PTA) with MERCOSUR. Negotiations for a PTA with 
India.
 

regional integration. The total market size is estimated 

nearly 1.32 billion people. 

CONNECTIVITY   

ROAD 

Zambia and Zimbabwe to the north, and Namibia 
to the west by a network of tarred roads. The Trans-

North-South Corridor of key Sub-Saharan transport 
routes also passes through Botswana. The Kazungula 

linkage to the north. It is a get-way to North and East 

RAIL

Spoornet to the south and National Railways of 

to the north and south of an unbroken rail link to 

Angola, Mozambique, Tanzania, and Malawi. It operates 

in Walvis Bay to o�er a shorter route for exports to 

 

AIR 

Zambia and Kenya.

HIGH CAPACITY, HIGH SPEED 
DATA TRANSMISSION 

Botswana through Namibia to the west, to the United 
Kingdom.
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goods to regional and international markets. BITC 

organization is building and maintaining a positive 

Botswana One Stop Service 
Centre

Online Company and Business Registration,
Trade and Business license Applications,
Entry visas, work, and residence permits,
Work Permit Exemptions, 
Connection of utilities e.g. Power, 
Telecommunications and Water,
Income tax and VAT registration,
Access to Industrial and commercial land, 
Facilitation of construction permits,
Allocation of BITC factory space (subject 
to availability),
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Compliance,
Rovision of information on the Botswana 
business climate, regulatory regime and 
investment opportunities; and
Opening a Bank Account.

BOTSWANA INVESTMENT AND TRADE CENTRE
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CONTACT  INFORMATION

Gaborone, Botswana

Exponential Building

Gaborone, Botswana

  

India


